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n July it was leaked that Rwanda has been one of 
the countries that have used the Israeli Pegasus 

software to spy on political rivals, members of civil society, 
journalists and even heads of state. Since 2016, 3,500 people 
had been monitored, including the President of South Afri-
ca, Cyril Ramaphosa, the former Head of Foreign Affairs of 
neighboring Uganda, Ruhakana Rugunda, the Prime Mi-
nister of Burundi, Alain-Guillaume Bunyoni, and the dau-
ghter of Paul Rusesabigna, the man who inspired the movie 
Hotel Rwanda.

A few hours later, the government led for 21 years by Paul 
Kagame denied the most, accusing  it of misinformation 
that seeks to damage the international image of the country. 
The news did not surprise those who follow current affairs 
in the country, but it did surprise those who only hear the 
stories of a post-genocide Rwanda of 1994 that re-emerged 
like a phoenix to be a unique example of development in 
Africa. For the latter, the book Do Not Disturb: The Story 
of a Political Murder and an African Regime Gone Bad, by 
British investigative journalist Michela Wrong, is a great 
read to learn on the country’s dark side.

The book could well have been named “We are spying on 
you”. In over 400 pages, Wrong paints a country where sur-
veillance, fear and repression rule the field, inside and out-
side of its borders. An acquaintance on a work visit once 
told me that the city was pristine, everything was going well 
but you felt watched. It probably was.

As in her previous book on corruption in Kenya, where 
the protagonist is John Githongo, the British focuses her 
story on an individual to explain the functioning of an 
entire country. In Rwanda that man is Patrick Karegeya. 
Once head of foreign intelligence and President Kagame’s 
right-hand man, he fell from grace and went into exile in 
South Africa, only to be assassinated on 2014’s New Years 
Eve at the Michelangelo Hotel.

The irony of the story is that Karegeya was the architect of 
one of the most articulate espionage systems in the world, 

at the height of the Israeli Mossad, and he ended up falling 
into his own network. In the book, Wrong presents him as 
a close, smiling and a man loved by all, but prey of the des-
potism of his boss. That description and closeness seems a 
bit too much as a reader, as one thinks that if Karegeya had 
not fallen from grace, he would be just as much as a villain 
as the author describes Kagame.
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However, Wrong does not focus only in his main charac-
ter. She does a great historical review of the country, da-
ting back to before the genocide, where the history books 
of Rwanda seem to be missing. In its pages you learn about 
the divide between the majority of the Hutu ethnic group 
and the Tutsis, who emigrated to Uganda and then planned 
their return home after learning to fight with Yoweri Muse-
veni’s Ugandan National Resistance Movement. Among the 
mountains of the neighboring country died a vital figure, 
Fred Rwigyema, a popular leader in the style of the guerrilla 
Che Guevara.

After his death, Kagame took command of the movement. 
Unlike Rwigyema, who is beloved and charming, the cu-
rrent president is described by the author as a feared leader, 
repressive, and insecure in the face of his lack of popularity. 
At the same time, she admits he was the only solution to 
keep the Rwandan Patriotic Front united at the time.

Kagame’s past is vital to understand Rwanda today. He didn’t 
shot bullets on the front lines, but rather was an intelligen-
ce officer for the Museveni guerrilla in Uganda. He lacked 
knowledge on how to handle weapons, but knew very well 
how to manipulate minds. As Wrong mentions, Rwanda re-
sembles Israel, where whoever questions the official version 
of the genocide or the government line is branded as a re-
visionist. Likewise, the Rwandan president uses in his favor 
the feeling of guilt of the international community for not 
having done anything to prevent the genocide to prevent 
from reprisals from his continuous abuses of human rights.

After reading the book, one ends up surprised with the 
impunity with which the Rwandan government acts. The 
government not only spies on rivals, critical journalists and 
local NGOs operating in the country, but also on foreigners 
working in Rwanda and, worse still, Rwandan exiles. Ka-
regeya was killed in South Africa, miles away, but Wrong 
also describes espionage and assassination attempts cases 
outside of the continent in cities like in London, Brussels or 
Copenhagen. The August 2020 imprisonment of Paul Ruse-
sabigna is a recent example of this: a resident of the United 

States, the Hutu man who saved the lives of hundreds of 
Tutsis during the genocide was abducted during an air con-
nection in Dubai and put on a plane to Kigali. Once landed, 
he was arrested on terrorism charges accused of financing 
a rebel militia in the Democratic Republic of the Congo in 
order to finish off Kagame.

Cases like that of Rusesabagina and those described by the 
British journalist in the book make the reader wonder: how 
can it be that a Rwandan is persecuted on European terri-
tory and the local governments do nothing? And above all: 
what has to happen for that to stop, to put a hold on Rwan-
da’s actions? For the moment, there is still carte blanche.

In spite of everything, the audacity that Kagame has shown 
and the success in the development of Rwanda is undenia-
ble, something the author seems to underestimate. Whi-
le mentioning that many people, including her, probably 
would have signed in 1994 to see the country in its current 
state, Wrong disdains the achievements made by assuring 
that after a severe conflict such as the genocide, in which 
between 500,000 and 1 million people were killed in a hun-
dred days, the economy and social connection have hit rock 
bottom and can only improve. However, this does not exp-
lain many of the country’s achievements, such as the capital, 
Kigali, hosting the first smartphone factory in Africa or that 
Volkswagen chose it as its destination for its first opening 
in the region. All in all, it is true that the intention of the 
book is not to repeat the well-known public story, but to 
show the less sympathetic part that does not take over the 
international media.

In any story, be it of a country, company or family, there is 
always a hidden not-so-nice part that underlies the good 
side. Do Not Disturb is a great book for the general public 
to get to know that side of Rwanda. Wrong manages to cap-
tivate the reader with a reliable and detailed journalistic 
work, with names and surnames, which is complemented 
by a prose that makes it read like a crime novel.

this review was published originally in spanish 
at esglobal on september 6, 2021.
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